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1 The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
Arcining
T th C B was the first national trade union for
oge er 2 African Americans. Standard BSCP
(WID mmernn in histories focus on the men who built the
1 1 union: few acknowledge the important role
mericarn 1StoO I'}’

of the Ladies Auxiliary in shaping public
debates over black manhood and
unionization, setting political agendas for
the black community, and crafting effective
strategies to win racial and economic
justice. In this first book-length history of
the women of the BSCP, Melinda
~ Chateauvert brings to life an entire group
Chateauvert of women ignored in previous histories of
the Brotherhood and of working-class
women, situating them in the debates
among womens historians over the ways
that race and class shape womens roles and
gender relations. Chateauverts work shows
how the auxiliary, made up of the wives,
daughters, and sisters of Pullman porters,
used the Brotherhood to clam
respectability and citizenship. Pullman
maids, relegated to the auxiliary, found
their problems as working women
neglected in favor of the rhetoric of racial
solidarity. The auxiliary actively educated
other women and children about the labor
movement, staged consumer protests, and
organized local and national civil rights
campaigns ranging from the 1941 March
on Washington to school integration to the
Montgomery bus boycott.
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2014 History classesinthe U.S. - at least in Hollys and my experience - focus their discussion of the civil rights
movement on things African-Americans Marching Together: Women of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.
Marching Together: Women of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Marching Together: Women of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters (Women in American History) Hardcover - January 1, 1998 on . *FREE* Mar ching Together :
Women of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Marching Together: Women of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.
Composed primarily of wives and female relatives of slegping car porters, these women . addition to courses on labor,
African-American, and womens history.
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